
Stories of Evacuation 

The Second World War became the terrifying landscape for 

children growing up in the Forties and the Evacuation offered the 

opportunity for city children to escape the destruction that 

engulfed many cities. 

A total of 827,000 children and their teachers were evacuated, as 

well as 524,000 mothers with children under five and 12000 

pregnant women.  

The Evacuation began on 31st August 1939 with 1.5 million children 

and others evacuated to safer countryside locations by train and   

road in just 2-3 days.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This number included 120,000 children leaving Glasgow – the 

largest migration of people the country has ever seen. The other 

main evacuation areas in Scotland were Edinburgh, Rosyth, 

Clydebank and Dundee. 

Parents were issued with a list, detailing what children could take 

with them when evacuated. In addition to their gas mask, identity 



card, ration book and some money, these items included basic 

clothing and footwear, snacks and if they were lucky, a few small 

toys, in the one suitcase they were permitted to take with them. 

Children gathered at railway stations, labelled as if they were 

parcels and not knowing where they were going to, or if they were 

going to be separated from their brothers and sisters. They must 

have worried that they might never see their families again.  

On arrival in their new location, the evacuees would have been 

taken to a local village hall, where a billeting officer was 

responsible for finding them a home. Host families gathered to 

choose their own evacuees in many instances. 

Country life must have been so different to city life. Whilst there 

were advantages in terms of fresh air, relative safety and maybe, 

living on a farm, there were disadvantages too and not all children 

were well treated.  

From September 1944, the evacuation process was officially halted 

and reversed for most areas, except London and the east coast. 

 

• How old were you when you were evacuated? 

• Did you have any brothers or sisters you were evacuated 

with? 

• How do you remember feeling at the time? 

• Can you recall the events leading up to your evacuation? 

• How did you travel to your new temporary home? 

• How did you meet your host family? 

• What was your new life like where you lived? 

• What are your memories of your new school? 

• How did life carry on for you through the rest of the War? 

• What happened about you returning home? 

• How do you feel about it all now, looking back? 

 


